
Animal Welfare League Australia                                             

Joins the Call for an End to Live Export 

Animal Welfare League Australia supports calls for an end to the export of live animals 

following the recent slaughter of thousands of Australian sheep in Pakistan. For decades, 

Australian governments have allowed the trade to continue despite a long list of export 

disasters involving millions of sheep and cattle. Australia has been sending live animals to 

the Middle East for more than 30 years and cattle to South East Asia for 20 years. 

“There’s been ample time for governments and exporters to implement humane standards 

around transport and slaughter. The claim that regulation of the live export sector is working 

clearly isn’t supported by the evidence.”                                                                                                                                   

Grant Robb, President Animal Welfare League Australia 

This latest incident in Pakistan is not over yet, with the best case scenario for the 10,000 

remaining sheep being slaughter while fully conscious in a Pakistani abattoir.  

Huge public response to the brutal treatment of exported Australian cattle in Indonesia 

(aired on Four Corners in 2011), saw the resumption of that trade under new international 

standards. However these standards do not place a mandatory ban on cattle having their 

throats cut without being pre-stunned, a painful death that is illegal in Australia. 

“There is no defence for slaughter of fully conscious animals. Successive governments have 

been unable to develop enforceable standards...the only sure way to protect animals is to 

end the trade.”           Grant Robb, President Animal Welfare League Australia 

 

The export of chilled meat, processed in Australia would put and end to the prolonged 

suffering of export animals and strengthen this country’s own meat processing industry.                                              

New Zealand ended the export of live animals for slaughter several years ago. 

AWLA urges the Government to act swiftly and decisively in light of this latest disturbing 

footage. To know and not take effective action when such shocking footage continues to 

surface is unacceptable. 



 

Animal Welfare League Australia (AWLA) has 290 years of combined experience in caring for 

animals in need. AWLA is committed to raising awareness of animal welfare issues and 

participating in the development of codes, policies and programs aimed at maintaining high 

standards of sustainable animal welfare in Australia.  Although the organisation’s focus is 

companion animals, AWLA advocates for the responsible and humane treatment of all 

animals. Animal Welfare Leagues of New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Lort 

Smith Animal Hospital (Vic) and Dogs' Homes of Tasmania are proud members of AWLA. 

AWLA works as a coordinated network to research, collect and share knowledge.  

For a list of live export incidents - www.liveexport-indefensible.com/facts/ (link to litany of 

disasters) 

For more on Animal Welfare League Australia - www.awla.com.au  
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