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Animal Welfare League Australia (AWLA) has welcomed Victorian Premier Denis Napthine’s comments 

on improving education and processes around the selling and owning of pets. AWLA calls on all states 

to work together to achieve nationally consistent companion animal legislation. 

In a response to two dog bite incidents last week, Premier Napthine said he would be investigating 

what further work could be done to promote responsible pet ownership and deal more effectively with 

irresponsible pet owners.  

“Now, whether that’s through better education, whether it’s through better processes of control of sale 

of pets, these are the things we need to look at”, Premier Napthine said. 

 “Responsible breeding and selling of animals, community education, incentives for owners to train, de-

sex and socialise their dogs and the enforcement of animal control laws are all needed for a well-

rounded approach to breeding good dogs and good owners”, said Grant Robb, President, Animal 

Welfare League Australia 

Bans on certain breeds have proven difficult to enforce and not effective in reducing dog bites in other 

countries said Mr Robb. There are successful models available to us in here in Australia which use 

structured intervention to protect the health and safety of the public against an aggressive dog, 

regardless of breed, while protecting the rights of responsible owners. 

 
Mr Robb said dog behaviour is influenced by many factors including whether a dog has come from a 

responsible breeder, who breeds for sound health and temperament. AWLA is opposed to industrial 

scale, indiscriminate or uncontrolled breeding and sees a nationally consistent breeder permit system 

as a vital part of the solution. Currently, companion animal breeding is largely unregulated and it is 
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difficult to trace the origins of a particular animal to address poor breeding practices or irresponsible 

sales. A national system would see all breeders identified, licensed and abiding by mandatory and 

enforceable standards.  

Breeders would be required to display their licence number when selling animals. Other sellers (non-

breeders) could also be licensed as government approved sellers, only selling animals acquired from 

licensed breeders.   

 Prevention is better than cure said Mr Robb. For a dog to be declared dangerous by local council, in 

most cases the dog has already endangered or bitten people. Legislating nationally for responsible 

breeding, selling and management of dogs will bring benefits for animals, owners, responsible breeders 

and sellers and whole communities. 

Background 

Animal Welfare League Australia (AWLA) has 290 years of combined experience in caring for animals and their 

owners. AWLA is committed to raising awareness of animal welfare issues and participating in the development 

of codes, policies and programs aimed at maintaining high standards of sustainable animal welfare in Australia.  

Although the organisation’s focus is companion animals, AWLA advocates for the responsible and humane 

treatment of all animals. Animal Welfare Leagues of New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Lort Smith 

Animal Hospital (Vic) and Dogs' Homes of Tasmania are proud members of AWLA.  

For more on Animal Welfare League Australia - www.awla.com.au 

http://www.awla.com.au/

