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A quiet army of volunteers are helping to pick up the pieces for companion animals across Australia.  

They are foster carers and they bring unwanted and mistreated dogs back to life.  

Jodie Cawood began fostering dogs nine years ago and has rehabilitated over 200 dogs in that time. 

Jodie is married and cares for four children and her own dogs on acreage in the Albury Wodonga 

region. Jodie drives long distances to collect dogs in need. Her record is 1,000 kilometres in one day, 

with kids, baby and dogs in tow. It is expensive work. The cost of fuel, dog food and flea treatments all 

come out of her own pocket. It’s emotionally expensive too.  

“It can be heart-breaking to witness how damaged some animals are...there are a lot of ups and downs. 

It can take months to gain a dog’s trust. It’s almost unbearable when it comes time to hand them over 

to their new owners. It feels like you’re betraying that trust, even though I know they’re going off to a 

good home.” Jodie Cawood 

Asked why she is so committed to fostering animals, Jodie says... 

“There’s a lot of travelling, effort, time and cost involved in fostering but there are big rewards in return. Seeing a 

terrified dog show a glimmer of trust after years of abuse...and then come up and lay their head in your lap. 

When a damaged dog decides to trust you, that reward is beyond words.” 

In her nine years as a foster carer, Jodie has seen more shut-down and traumatised dogs than most and none 

more so than a Border Collie named Bambi.  

Late last year, Bambi was one of 42 dogs taken into care after a commercial breeder in Victoria agreed to 

surrender them to Oscar’s Law rescue group. All but two of the dogs had to be euthanased, their bodies and 

minds broken beyond repair. Many were blind, deaf, had mammary or testicular cancer, rotting teeth, bleeding 
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skin, caked in filth. Oscar’s Law provided Horsham Council with vet reports and photos documenting the level of 

neglect and suffering. Ultimately, the breeding operation was shut down. 

Border Collies are widely accepted as one of the most intelligent and active of all dog breeds. Bambi was born at 

this breeding establishment and spent every day of her life for six years confined in the small cage in which she 

was born. She was never touched and spent her days staring at the tin wall which faced the opening of her cage. 

When approached, she would crawl to a corner, avoid eye contact and tremble. Her release was traumatic. 

Bambi was so fearful and panic stricken at being handled, she wet herself and trembled uncontrollably.  For days 

after her release she remained frozen in the foetal position. She was completely unresponsive to her rescuers, 

unable to eat, drink or toilet.  Placed on the floor, she would crawl to a corner as she was unable to stand or 

walk. She would huddle there with her face pushed into the corner. 

Jodie Cawood has a technique to rehabilitate dogs like Bambi and it involves time, patience and love. For the 

first few days, Jodie sat in an outdoor pen with Bambi for 15 minute intervals spread out across the day. Jodie 

kept her distance and didn’t attempt to interact. No eye contact, no patting, just softly singing children’s songs 

or reading books, gently saying the dog’s name in a happy tone, over and over. Bambi hid under her dog bed and 

wouldn’t come out. Only when Jodie left the pen, would Bambi come out from under the bed. After one week, 

Bambi began to poke her head out from under the bed. Jodie extended her sessions to 30 minute intervals. 

Eventually Bambi came to her. Jodie offered a hand and Bambi sniffed it, but still there was no attempt to touch 

Bambi.  After three weeks, Bambi was responding. She would approach Jodie, trusting her. After five weeks, 

Bambi willingly cradled in her carer’s lap. Healed by time and kindness, this dog was craving love. Now was the 

time to search for a special person who would understand Bambi’s past demons and provide loving care for her 

remaining years. That special person was found in Tasmania but it was an agonising time for everyone. Once 

again Bambi found herself alone in a crate without kindness or comfort. The flight to Tasmania saw her regress, 

frozen with fear just as she had been at the outset.   

Upon arrival in Tasmania, Bambi spent the first night in her new home surrounded by clean sheets and a loving 

fur-family of other dogs and cats. Time has healed once again and while Bambi remains a fearful dog who still 

jumps at shadows, Bambi has come alive. The nature of this dog is such that she bears no grudge, shows no 

aggression and seeks only physical closeness. She craves touch, is ultra-physical, can't get enough closeness and 

dances for joy when played with.   

Bambi’s story has ended happily, but it has a darker side.  Other commercial breeders continue to operate, 

churning out puppies for profit and breeding dogs continue to live in miserable conditions. 

Bambi’s new ‘mum, Amanda Meadows says “Pet shops and on-line sites sell puppies whose parents have often 

laboured in misery on puppy farms for a life-time...people don't understand what price breeding dogs pay so that 

people can have a charming new puppy”. 



Spokesperson for Oscar’s Law rescue group Debra Tranter believes Victoria’s new code of practice for dog 

breeders will make little difference for the animals. “Puppy factories are still legal under the new code and the 

reality is there are simply not enough resources to inspect and enforce the legislation anyway...in my experience, 

council rangers are more concerned with animal management than animal welfare”. 

 
Animal Welfare League Australia (AWLA) says uniform legislation to put an end to irresponsible breeding 

practices is essential.  

 

“AWLA is calling for consistent national regulation to eliminate cruel or irresponsible breeding practices. At the 

moment, each state is grappling with codes of practice and permit systems for breeders and the differing 

regulations between states provides an environment where unscrupulous operators can thrive.”  

Anne Boxhall, Executive Officer 

 

“We encourage voters to lobby their members for a nationally consistent breeder permit system which includes a 

strong focus on the education of breeders, sellers and buyers along with enforcement of a strict code of practice 

for breeders and sellers.”  Anne Boxhall, Executive Officer                                                  

 

A national solution to protect the welfare of companion animals would see all breeders identified, licensed and 

abiding by mandatory and enforceable standards. The number of breeding permits issued could be regulated to 

achieve a balance between supply and demand. Licensing and enforcement costs would be met by breeders 

under a user-pays system. There would be a limit on the numbers of litters which could be bred each year. 

Breeding premises would be closely monitored and visited regularly by independent inspectors. Unethical 

breeders who kept animals in cramped conditions or constantly pregnant would not be granted permits. 

Responsible breeders would have nothing to fear and everything to gain from this overhaul of breeding activity, 

as it would weed out unscrupulous breeders who bring the whole industry into disrepute.  

 AWLA affiliated shelters across Australia take in a combined 28 -30,0000 unwanted pets each year and rely 

heavily on foster care programs to get animals rehabilitated ready for adoption.  

“It’s thanks to foster carers, dedicated staff and public support that so many animals are rehabilitated and re-

homed...it can be a real challenge because irresponsible breeders continue to flood an already over-supplied 

market. We would urge people to adopt a pet from a shelter rather than provide a market for irresponsible 

breeders.”  Anne Boxhall, Executive Officer 

Bambi’s carer Jodie Cawood agrees. “If you’re thinking of getting a new pet, adopt from a rescue group or animal 

shelter. Most rescue dogs seem to know they’ve been saved and reward their owners with extra dedication.”   



These dogs are de-sexed, vaccinated and micro-chipped before rehoming. Jodi goes on to say... if you 

can’t adopt, become a foster carer . If you can’t be a foster carer, help with transport or make a donation to 

assist. It’s all hands on deck to care for dogs for as long as unethical breeders continue to operate. 


