
 

 

Proud members of AWLA 

AWL NSW 

AWL SA 

AWL QLD 

LORT SMITH ANIMAL HOSPITAL VIC 

DOGS’ HOMES OF TASMANIA 

 

Animal Welfare League Australia joins call for a national database on dog bites.  

With current research suggesting a range of factors can result in dog attacks, the need for a mix of 

targeted preventative measures based on reliable data is essential to reducing risk.  

 

The more data we have, the more effectively we can intervene to protect the health and safety of the 

public against an aggressive dog, regardless of breed.  

 

Bans on certain breeds have proven difficult to enforce and not effective in reducing dog bites in other 

countries says AWLA President Mr Grant Robb.  

 

Sound breeding operations, community education, dog training, socialisation and desexing of dogs are 

all part of the solution. With comprehensive data, efforts to reduce the incidence of dog bites can be 

focused where it’s most needed. 

 

 “Responsible breeding of animals, community education, incentives for owners to train, de-sex and 

socialise their dogs and the enforcement of animal control laws are all needed for a well-rounded 

approach to preventing dog bites”, said Grant Robb, President, Animal Welfare League Australia 

AWLA identifies community education and an end to industrial scale or indiscriminate breeding as two 

vital parts of the solution. Currently, companion animal breeding is largely unregulated and it is difficult 

to trace the origins of a particular animal to address poor breeding practices. Poor breeding practices 

can result in dogs with poor temperament. AWLA are calling for nationally consistent legislation to see 

all breeders identified, licensed and abiding by uniform mandatory and enforceable standards.  
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 Prevention is better than cure said Mr Robb. For a dog to be declared dangerous by local council, in 

most cases the dog has already endangered or bitten people. Legislating nationally for responsible 

breeding and management of dogs will bring benefits for animals, owners, responsible breeders and 

whole communities. 

Furthermore, the data we have shows young children are most at risk of injury through dog bite and 

researchers consistently recommend dog bite prevention programs targeting children. “We have 

successful bite-prevention education programs available to protect the health and safety of young 

children. Reliable data would help target those locations identified as high-risk.” Grant Robb 

Fact Box 1 

 Male and un-desexed dogs are more likely to be aggressive compared to female and de-sexed 

dogs. 

 Children younger than 10 years are the high risk group for dog bite injury 

 In over half of all cases, the dogs involved are familiar to the child. 

 The highest incidence is in toddlers aged around 2 years. 

 There is a high incidence among 5-9 year old boys.  

 The home is the most common location, followed by the street. 

 The majority of dog bites occur in spring and summer. 

 

Fact Box 2  

For Parents and Carers 

 Educate children to stay away from unknown dogs  

 Educate children to stay still and quiet if confronted by an unknown dog                                            

Don’t run, don’t scream. 

 Educate children to stay away from dogs who are eating or sleeping 

 Educate children to stay away from tethered dogs 

 Educate children not to tease, hurt or interact roughly with dogs 

 Educate children to not approach other people’s dogs without asking first 

 Discuss dog body language and educate children to stay away from dogs who look angry or 

frightened 
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