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Animals are yet another highly vulnerable group badly let down by the                              

Federal Budget this week.  

 

The Government’s dismantling of the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy (AAWS) is a 

huge set back and doesn’t reflect the expectations of most Australians in regard to 

animal welfare and our need to constantly improve how we treat animals. The loss 

of AAWS is a backward step which will affect animal’s lives.  The strategy was a well 

structured, long term approach to having a balanced debate on animal welfare 

issues and delivering practical improvements to the care and management of 

animals.  

 

Working groups across a range of sectors, including livestock and farm animals, 

companion animals, native animals and aquatic animals worked to deliver outcomes 

for animals. It brought people together who may not normally see eye to eye and 

got everyone focused on what was important – the welfare of animals.  

 

Six working groups included representatives from government, industry, animal 

welfare, research, the veterinary profession and others, in a constructive and 

proactive environment. AAWS cost the Government 1.1 million dollars but the real 

worth of AAWS was more like 10’s of millions when you consider the huge amount 
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of pro bono and in-kind support the working groups provided to their projects. 

AAWS stakeholders were united, proactive and driven to donate their time and 

expertise, way above and beyond to achieve good things for animals. The value of 

the projects well exceeded the Government’s investment. For  details on AAWS 

projects visit http://www.australiananimalwelfare.com.au/ 

 

 AWLA aims to pick up one of the projects left behind as a result of the disappointing 

and wasteful decision to disband AAWS. Cool to Be Kind is preventative strategy 

aimed at reducing animal cruelty. The program is delivered through social media to    

9-14 yr olds, helping young people to understand the needs and behaviours of pets. 

The program recognises the link between young people engaging in animal cruelty 

going on to commit violence against people or engaging in anti-social behaviours. For 

more on Cool to be Kind visit https://www.facebook.com/cooltobekindtoanimals  
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