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The recommendations of the NSW’s Parliamentary inquiry into the greyhound racing industry do 

little to allay grave concerns about the welfare of the animals involved, according to Animal Welfare 

League Australia (AWLA). 

Anne Boxhall, Executive Officer of AWLA, said two key issues – the unacceptably high number of 

dogs killed each year and the failure of greyhound owners to register and identify their animals 

through the state’s Companion Animal Register – have been ignored by the Select Committee on 

Greyhound Racing in New South Wales. 

“Greyhound Racing NSW is dysfunctional and needs to be dismantled,” said Ms Boxhall.                          

“The industry’s own figures prove that an unacceptably high number of healthy greyhounds are 

injured, discarded and euthanased annually. 

“The industry has proven incapable of safeguarding the welfare of dogs considered unviable 

for racing and because of this, AWLA advocates for an end to greyhound racing in Australia.  

While greyhound racing remains active, AWLA is calling for transparent control of all aspects 

of the industry and the introduction of mandatory and enforceable welfare standards for 

the breeding, sale and post-racing treatment of greyhounds.  

“It’s crucial that the registration and identification requirements applying to other breeds of 

dogs also include greyhounds,” said Ms Boxhall. 

“The current, ineffective, regulation of greyhounds and their owners is through an industry-

run greyhound register which prevents regulators or the public from having visibility into 

greyhound welfare.  

As it stands, animal welfare authorities cannot monitor welfare standards in the industry as 

they have no practical way of knowing exactly who owns greyhounds, where they are kept, 

when they are born or when they die,” said Ms Boxhall. 
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She also expressed grave concern about the conduct of the Committee. 

“The Chair of the Select Committee Review Panel regularly permitted intimidation and heckling of 

animal welfare speakers during panel sittings, taking no action to ensure a fair hearing even after an 

incident in which one speaker was physically struck around the head by a greyhound identity in full 

view of attendees and the panel.  

“The victim was offered no support from the Chair and the perpetrator was not called to account,” 

said Ms Boxhall.  

“Self regulation hasn’t worked. The Committee has failed to produce meaningful or enforceable 

welfare reforms. Greyhound racing belongs in the past, its values no longer reflect society’s values,” 

said Ms Boxhall.  
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Background 
Animal Welfare League Australia (AWLA) has 290 years of combined experience in caring for 

animals and their owners. AWLA is committed to raising awareness of animal welfare issues and 

participating in the development of codes, policies and programs aimed at maintaining high 

standards of sustainable animal welfare in Australia. Although the organisation’s focus is companion 

animals, AWLA advocates for the responsible and humane treatment of all animals. Animal Welfare 

Leagues of New South Wales, South Australia, Queensland, Lort Smith Animal Hospital (Vic) and 

Dogs' Homes of Tasmania are proud members of AWLA.  

For more on Animal Welfare League Australia - www.awla.com.au                                                   

http://www.awla.com.au/

