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Animal Welfare League Australia Announces New WA Member 

 

The President of Animal Welfare League Australia (AWLA), Dr Liz Walker is pleased to announce the 

new membership of animal rescue organisation SAFE Inc as the Western Australian arm of the 

national body. 

 

In announcing the membership, Dr Walker said, “As a leading voice in companion animal welfare in 

Australia, it is important AWLA has both national input and national reach.  SAFE Inc plays a highly 

effective role in providing good outcomes for dogs and cats across Western Australia and we 

recognise and appreciate the commitment and depth our newest member brings to our work”. 

 

SAFE’s founder, Sue Hedley has seen her organisation grow from its early days in the Pilbara in 2003 

to a network of branches across the state. SAFE has rescued and re-homed thousands of pets in the 

past eleven years, through a successful foster care model operated by volunteers. Foster carers 

provide temporary home-based care until a permanent home is found, eliminating the need for a 

shelter to house homeless animals.  

 

SAFE has been awarded a companion animal grant by the Western Australian government to assist 

with veterinary costs across all branches through to 2017. It is the first time State funding has been 

offered to a front-line organisation working to re-home companion animals. 

 

“SAFE has become a well-respected organisation, with branches supporting each other to achieve 

the aim of zero euthanasia for rehomable pets and a good quality of life for all companion animals. 

AWLA is working toward these aims across the entire country so we are excited to have joined forces 

to save homeless pets, educate the community and reduce pet overpopulation,” said Sue Hedley 
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“AWLA is fortunate in being a strong and united national voice for companion animals. With 

members on board from every Australian state, we will continue to lobby and develop programs 

which promote high welfare standards for companion animals and strengthen the human-animal 

bond,” said Dr Liz Walker 

Background AWLA  

AWLA formed in 2007, when the Animal Welfare Leagues of New South Wales, Victoria, South 

Australia and Queensland united to become Animal Welfare League Australia. In 2010, Dogs Homes 

of Tasmania also joined AWLA, with SAFE Inc joining in 2014. AWLA looks forward to representation 

through aligned organisations in ACT and Northern Territory in the future.  
 

AWLA members have jointly found homes for millions of lost, abandoned, surrendered and 

mistreated animals and provided veterinary care to animals whose owners could not afford their 

medical treatment. With over 290 years of combined experience in caring for animals and their 

owners, AWLA is committed to raising awareness of animal welfare issues and participating in the 

development of codes, policies and programs aimed at maintaining high standards of sustainable 

animal welfare in Australia.  AWLA’s mission is to uphold and promote high welfare standards for 

companion animals and work to maximise the positives of animal human relationships.                               

For more on Animal Welfare League Australia - www.awla.com.au 

Background SAFE  

SAFE began in the Pilbara region of Western Australia in Karratha, in February 2003 to address the 

lack of an animal rescue service for homeless cats and dogs. Since then, SAFE has grown into a 

successful multi faceted animal welfare organisation with regional entities in Broome, Bunbury, 

Busselton, Carnarvon, Esperance, Hedland, Kalgoorlie, Karratha, Newman, Perth and Tom Price - 

with smaller networks across Western Australia.  
 

SAFE has set up a network of temporary foster carers who open their homes to homeless cats and 

dogs whilst permanent homes are sought. 

 

The primary goals of SAFE are an end to the over-population of pets in Australia, zero euthanasia of 

rehomable pets and a good quality of life for all companion animals.  

For more on SAFE - www.safe.asn.au  
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